
Table B-144.  Graduate students in science and engineering fields in master’s (comprehensive)

institutions, by detailed field: 1991-1998

Field 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

...............Total, science and engineering fields 61,690 65,231 66,228 64,482 64,240 63,178 63,080 63,353

.................................................Sciences, total 50,327 53,004 54,556 53,508 53,752 53,262 53,606 53,840

.................................Physical sciences, total 2,445 2,399 2,521 2,419 2,391 2,245 2,130 2,141
...................................................Astronomy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

....................................................Chemistry 1,480 1,496 1,577 1,535 1,558 1,504 1,457 1,512
........................................................Physics 767 704 703 669 621 585 488 442

.............................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 198 199 241 215 212 156 185 187

..................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 1,569 1,805 2,016 2,078 2,105 2,065 2,193 2,114
.................................Atmospheric sciences 17 22 21 23 21 9 14 14

...............................................Geosciences 623 641 624 633 674 673 629 607
.............................................Oceanography 215 230 238 277 270 277 273 291

..............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 714 912 1,133 1,145 1,140 1,106 1,277 1,202

..................................Mathematical sciences 3,036 3,023 3,068 2,952 2,750 2,684 2,496 2,589

.......................................Computer sciences 8,838 9,296 8,725 7,616 7,432 7,793 8,662 9,581

.....................................Agricultural sciences 965 973 1,017 966 1,022 1,006 1,171 1,219

...............................Biological sciences, total 4,952 5,304 5,920 5,976 6,356 6,183 6,084 5,974
......................................................Anatomy 28 22 26 20 27 26 16 19

................................................Biochemistry 65 69 106 119 125 127 105 96
........................................................Biology 3,607 3,798 4,148 4,089 4,289 4,320 4,128 4,122

................................Biometry/epidemiology 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
...................................................Biophysics 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

.........................................................Botany 98 114 121 118 99 98 137 85
..................................................Cell biology 0 0 12 15 16 26 174 177

.......................................................Ecology 101 146 159 146 172 118 148 135
.............................Entomology/parasitology 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

......................................................Genetics 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
..............Microbio., immunology, & virology 127 129 110 102 84 90 77 92

.......................................................Nutrition 461 507 628 773 873 779 677 637
....................................................Pathology 45 55 62 74 78 66 33 41

.............................................Pharmacology 25 29 34 25 27 32 26 21
...................................................Physiology 50 42 57 31 45 38 18 22

.......................................................Zoology 19 18 0 0 0 0 0 0
......................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 325 375 457 464 521 463 545 527

....................................................Psychology 15,311 16,238 17,066 17,153 16,915 16,977 16,509 16,309

....................................Social sciences, total 13,211 13,966 14,223 14,348 14,781 14,309 14,361 13,913
................................Agricultural economics 67 82 92 76 54 41 40 38

..................Anthropology (cultural & social) 334 348 347 303 333 331 383 439
..................Economics (except agricultural) 890 989 918 832 903 833 707 699

..................................................Geography 736 764 823 829 741 712 734 789
...................................................Linguistics 381 440 462 412 414 385 343 356

...........................................Political science 7,283 7,608 7,507 7,444 7,720 7,366 7,381 6,789
.....................................................Sociology 1,124 1,180 1,239 1,365 1,408 1,432 1,543 1,522

...............................Sociology/anthropology 139 167 178 196 173 148 184 97
.................................Social sciences, other 2,257 2,388 2,657 2,891 3,035 3,061 3,046 3,184

............................................Engineering, total 11,363 12,227 11,672 10,974 10,488 9,916 9,474 9,513
.................................Aerospace engineering 123 63 89 121 97 100 75 59
................................Agricultural engineering 9 12 17 11 15 11 13 16
.................................Biomedical engineering 38 44 40 42 36 29 20 0

...................................Chemical engineering 246 304 300 274 279 271 300 318
...........................................Civil engineering 1,781 2,229 2,235 2,358 2,183 2,019 1,807 1,748

....................................Electrical engineering 4,274 4,611 4,163 4,015 3,835 3,592 3,427 3,434
......................................Engineering science 10 14 13 9 7 6 5 6

................Industrial eng./manufacturing eng. 1,535 1,525 1,572 1,529 1,659 1,642 1,613 1,572
................................Mechanical engineering 1,512 1,625 1,504 1,467 1,291 1,282 1,311 1,312

..........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 254 290 290 317 270 240 237 236
......................................Nuclear engineering 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

.........................................Engineering, other 1,581 1,510 1,449 831 816 724 666 812

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


